
The Civil War Journal Project 
Name            Period    

Due date                

 

My Character’s Name             

My Character’s ROLE              

Essential Question:  What were the military and civilian experiences of people in the 

North and South during the Civil War? 

 

Introduction 

Imagine that you are living in the mid-1800’s.  You are finally in the very prime of your life – 

ready to set off for the great adventures of adulthood.  However, the country you live in – the 

once mighty United States – is splitting apart at its very seams.  War is on the horizon.  The 

reasons for this war are complicated and yet seemingly very simple.  Either way, your life has 

now taken a dramatically different turn.  You will serve your country – whether you support 

secession or unification.  What will you do?  What will happen to you, your family, your future?  

How will you support this young, yet war-torn country?  What will happen if you win or lose your 

battle?  This is the story of your life during the great American Civil War. 

 

The Task 

While doing through the daily challenges and hardships of the war, you decide to keep a 

personal journal.  This serves a number of important purposes.  First, it is a record of your life 

and the lives of those around you.  In this way it is important that you provide accurate details, 

so that your children (and your children’s children) can know the sacrifices you made for your 

country.  Second, this journal is a way for you to process and attempt to understand what is 

going on around you.  You are committed to your journal, because the written word helps you 

understand the spoken world.  Here are the guidelines: 

 

Five TOTAL journal entries.  Journal entries are ONE page EACH, neatly HAND-WRITTEN in 

BOOKLET form. 

 

 ONE journal entry about life before the war 

 Three journal entries written during the war (should include battle info) 

 One journal entry written after the war – How does your character’s perspective change 

following the war?  Does your character see things differently? 

 Three photos or drawings about your experience during war (i.e. clothing, weapons, 

friends) -  

 

 

 



 

Step One:  Decide which role(s) you are most interested in researching. 

 

 African American Soldier 

 Female Spy  

 Female soldier (pretending to be Male) 

 Army Doctor or Nurse 

 Confederate Soldier’s Wife/Daughter 

 Confederate Infantry Soldier 

 Prisoner of War 

 Union Soldier’s Wife/Daughter 

 Union Infantry Soldier 

 A real person who lived during the Civil War 

 General of the Confederate Infantry 

 General of the Union Infantry 

 

Step Two:  Conduct your research and fill out the attached document (you will be required to 

turn this in).  It is crucial that you are detailed and thorough in your research.  The primary 

objective of this assignment is to create a historically accurate representation of 

military/civilian life before, during, and after the war.  Also, find (or draw) THREE interesting 

and appropriate photos (illustrations) for your journal (Sweet Search is a great tool to use). 

 

Step Three:  Write your journal entries.  Each journal entry will be at least ONE page 

HANDWRITTEN.    Use your imagination to combine details from your factual research with 

creative elements.  Your journal entries should be convincing to the reader.  When organizing 

your journal entries into a final booklet, use the following checklist to make sure you have 

included everything. 

 

The first page in your journal should include the following information: 

 

Name of Character: 

Role: 

Year Born (1780-1850): 

Gender (Male or Female): 

State you live in: 

Marital Status (married, single, or divorced): 

Race (White or Black): 

Slave or Non-slave: 

 

Your Real Name (first & last): 

Class Period: 

 



 

 Did I include the Title Page? 

 Did I include all the required journal entries – minimum of five entries in all? 

 Did I include all the required content, as detailed on the research guide? 

 Is my journal put together in an authentic, realistic manner? 

 Can my reader get a feeling for what I experienced through my use of descriptive 

language? 

 Does my reader know which person and place I am portraying? 

 Did I include at least 3 photos or drawings in my journal? 

 

 

Due Dates (At the END of class, except where noted): 

A. Role choice     Due:      Teacher initials   

B. Researching Your Role  Due:      Teacher initials   

C. TWO draft journal entries Due:      Teacher initials   

D. ALL 5 draft journal entries Due:      Teacher initials   

E. Final Product (end of class) Due:      Teacher initials   

 

  



Grading Rubric – READ THIS CAREFULLY 
Note:  To get an outstanding grade on this project, you will need to go above and beyond the set 

requirements.  See the information in bold for specific information. 

 5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 1-2 Points Grade 

Yourself 

Total 

Points 

Historical 

Accuracy 

and 

Research 

All 

information 

and research 

is accurate 

Most 

information and 

research is 

accurate 

Some 

information and 

research is 

accurate 

There are 

inaccuracies 

in the stories 

  

Character 

Background 

Very clear 

background 

(hometown, 

hopes/fears, 

family life) 

Clear character 

background 

Somewhat 

clear character 

background 

Character’s 

background 

is not totally 

clear 

  

Civil War 

Experience 

Excellent and 

clear detail 

about the 

Civil War 

experience 

Clear detail 

about the Civil 

War 

experience 

Somewhat 

clear detail 

about Civil War 

experience 

It is unclear 

how your 

character 

experienced 

the war. 

  

Civil War 

Battles 

Very 

detailed 

account of 

three 

battles 

Detailed 

account of two 

Civil War 

battles 

Detailed 

account about 

one Civil War 

battle 

Missing 

information 

on Civil War 

battles 

  

Creativity Writing/ 

journal are 

both very 

creative and 

interesting 

Writing/journal 

are both 

creative 

Writing/journal 

are somewhat 

creative 

The author 

did not show 

evidence of 

creativity 

  

Editing Command of 

conventions 

is 

outstanding.  

Only a few 

minor errors. 

Command of 

conventions is 

adequate.  

Some errors, 

but they don’t 

cause 

confusion. 

Command of 

conventions is 

inadequate.  

Many errors 

cause 

confusion. 

There are so 

many errors 

that it 

doesn’t really 

make sense 

and is 

impossible to 

understand 

  

Photos/ 

drawings 

Five or more 

photos/ 

drawings 

Three or four 

photos/ 

drawings 

One or two 

photos/ 

Drawings 

No photos or 

drawings 
  

Journal 

Entries 

Five entries Four entries Three entries Two or less 

entries 

# of entries 

 

 

 

 

Bibliography Five or more 

sources 

Three or four 

sources 

One or two 

Sources 

No sources 

listed 

  

 

 


